World Famous Pianist Leon
Fleisher Returns to Perform

with ASO

World-renowe pianish and conductor Lear Feisher will pedorm with the Annapalis Symphony Orchestra ot their

SEFEO-oRener conoet, Manumental Musiz,

frer nearly a decade, one of the

world's greatest planists retums to

play with the Annapolis Ssmphony
Orchestra (ASO), Lecn Fleisher will help
kick off the cight-concert season by play-
ing Beethoven's Concerto Mo, 5, in which
the plana is pitted against the orchestra
and eventually wins. Directly following
will be Shostakovich's Symphaony Ma. 10,
which reflects on freedom from Stalin's
oppression—a ftting theme in light of
the guest pianist’s lifelong struggle,

Fleisher served as the ASO's musle
director from 1970 to 1982, bringing to
the group noteriety and experience from
an extensive career as a plano soloist, A
child prodigy, he began playing plano al
age 4 and by ape 16 he was performing
with the Mew York Philharmonic. At the
e he was recognized as one of the best
planiats in the workd.
“We were totally surprised and
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pleased that someone of his caliber was
coming to our small town orchestra,” savs
Philip Richebourg, president of the ASC
from 1965 to 1974, “He was extremely
capable [from the beginning]. It all fit
together very well, | . He raised thee cal-
iberin his 11 vears there.”

Thie ASC was a candle in a dark Hme
for Fleishier. His career was abruptly halted
during the 1964-65 seasen, when his
right hand began to cansirict uncondtrol-
lably:

“1 had come down with something
called ‘focal dystonia,’ sehich prevented
e fronn plaving with moy right hand,”
savs Fledsher, The disease, which was first
incorrectly dingnosed as an extreme repet-
itive stress disorder, eventually rendered
his right hand nearly immobile,

Fleisher was introduced o the ASC
and conducting purely by chance, "One
af my students at that time, Michael
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| Maryland Hall, For more information arnd

| or call (410) 263-0907.

Camphbell, was a cellist in the Annapolis
Svmphony Orchestra,” he sayvs. " They had
just lost their conductor. My student had |
been engaged as piano soloist and asked
et conduct the concert. | had always
been fascinated with that activity so [ said
‘Surel’ And that was the beginning. They
offered me the job after that and T spent

12 vears there as music director”

“[The ASD| was really a disparate
group,” savs Fleisher, “local Annapolitans
wha had jobs during the day but whao
Enew an instrument, loved music, and
wanted (o play together [ was o combi-
natian group and we wound up plaving
better than we knew Bow somehow. [f
was wonderful.”

After leaving the ASO), Fleisher trav-
eled the world feaching rmmusic and con-
thucting orchestras from China to South |
Arnerica, He always retnembered
Annapodis, however, ay the place where
he leamed to conduct, *Annapolis holds a |
very special place not only o the direc-
tier and development of mmy music
career, but in my heart as well," he says, ‘

It weasn't until 1995 that his condi-

The Arnopols Spmphoay Orhest will penfr aight

covicants this seas,
tion was properly diagnosed and treated,
Fleisher says “they tound varionus ways of
| relieving the symptoms” which hawve
| enabled him to play a limited two-handed
repertoine and release a number of
albums, Ithas been almost a decade sinee
he last played with the ASO and he looks
forward to retuming.
Morrhental Music takes place on
Seprtember 13 and 16 at 8 pam.in

tickets, visit weswannapolissymphony.ong,
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