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says Peg Wallace, a realtor and longtime
Eastport resident who lobbled [or restric-
Hems on developrment and has helped
preserve local history,

The town's beginnings have been
traced to 1665, when Robert Clarkson, a
Chaaker, was granted a tract called Horne
TPaint. Cine of the earliest known fanmhous-
e o1 the land belonged to Benjamin Ogle,
Wlaryland governos from 1798 to 1801, Tn
1868 a group of Annapolis businessmen
bought 102 acres that until then had been
farmnland, and divided it into lots they sold
to tradesmen, lmmigeants, craftsmen, and
blue-collar workers who helped build the
Maval Academy, That year, a bridge was
Lnilt to jain Eastport-and Annapolis.

In 1885 Eastport was home to the
Annapolis Glass Works, where bottles were
made for beverages and medicines, but
boal building was the commumity’s eco-
nomic mainstay, From 1868 to 1936, Hel-
ler's Shipyard turned oot skipjacks, bug-
eves, and Baltimore Clippers, and Jehn
Teumpey and Sons, Ine,, operating near
today’s Chart House Restaurant, built ele-
gant wooden motor yachis from 1947 to
1974,

“Lastport was a seafood Mecca,” says
Jeff Holland, director of the Annapalis
Maritime Museum on Eastport’s Back
Creek. “The harbor was perfect for ovster
boats and crab boats—the same harbor
that today s perfect for recreational sail-
boats and powerboats, That's why we're
Arnerica’s sailing capital.”

Tickets for the Eastport Home and
Crarden Tour, $15 in advance, are avail-
able at several locations, including Hard

| Bean Coffee and BookSellers; Ahh,
Coffeel: and Windwood CGardens. The day

of the tour you can buy tickets for $20 at

Mears Marina in Eastport, For more infor-

mmation, contact Shelley Row srowi@ite, org e

or 410-268-2689) or Ross Amett
(Rosses3d@aal,com or 410-295-7531),

—Vieki Meade
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‘Maryland Historical Society

Features An napohs

Silversmith

ometimes it takes a triip to a faraway

place to appreciate something in

your own backyard, A visit to the
Sount Vernon nelghborhood of Balti-
more will only take you approximately 45
minutes, When vou step inside the
Maryland Historical Society Museum to

see the exhibit devoted to William Faris,

youw'll develop a deeper appreciation for
the work of this 18th century silversmith
and his life in the state’s capital,

O January 1, 1792, William Faris
began a diare that today offers incredible
insight into FAth century Maryland, A
colondal craftsmary, tinkerer, gardenaer,
family man, and active community mem-

bier, Faris wrote an exceptionally detailed
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The Chatmers Cann is an exomele of the e 1887
centony siliver on display.

- account of his life in Annapolis, which is

revealed inthe new exhibit A Govdener's
Titli The LEH Century Waorld of Avnapolis
Silverseith Williarn Feris,

Faris, born in 1728 in London,
England, was the son of 2 Quaker, When
his father died in prison for his religious
beliefs, Faris and his mother immigrated
ta Philadelphia, Sometime in the 17505,
Faris moved to Annapolis, where he set
up-shop as a clockmaker.

Socr after, in 1760, he hired a sibver-
smith to begin repairing silver for wealthy
Annapolitans, Though his mark was
stamped on most pieces produced in his
shop, Faris did not make silver himself,
Silversmiths at the time marked silver with
the shop master's indtials wo indicate its or-
gin and quality; a sort of early branding,

Faris’ diary covered his daily activities

extensively, including everything trom

| weather ta events in his prersonal life, Asa

prominent businessman in Annapalis,

Faris carne in contact with many impor-
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A Gordenars Tale:
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tant members of the Maryland communi-
ty, including signers of the Declaration of
Independence, whose interactions with
hirn are described in detail,

Guest curator Mark Letzer co-edited
the diary, wiiich was published by the
Maryland Historical Society Press as The
Diary of Williant Faris: The Daily Life of an
Annapotts Sitversmith, He was the main
force in creating this exhibit, which fea-
tures more than eighty pleces of
Annapolis silver, the largest amount ever
assembled for o single show,

As you enter the exhibit room, you
Begin with Farls's first shop and goods in
Annapolls: Then vou are taken chrono-
lgically through his life, closely follow-
Ing the diary. “Most labels will have
entries from his diary 1o have his volce
follow the tour” says Letzer,
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‘Oneaf the anly original 1884 centuny silversmith shop

drawings know to be fn dxdstence, on dissloy in 4
bordeners Tale,

Aotg the walls are portraits of digni-
taries, customers, and other famous
Marylanders Faris et on a daily basis at
his shop and residence, the present-day
block Detween West Street and Cathedral
Street. At the time, European slver was a

e L g, com

status symbol and a conspicuous sign of
wealth, Silversmiths on this side of the

| Atlantic usually only repalred foreign sil-

ver and rarely produced pieces themselves,
The Revolutionary War was an

exception, when an embaigo on British

goods became a boon for local silver-

| smiths. Farls was one of the American

smiths who worked to fill newly created
demand. Also presented are a number of
his shop's rare orginal pieces produced
during the war, including ones commls-
sioned by Charles Carroll,

As his success grew, Faris created a
large, elaborte garden on his grounds.
He récorded all his daily seed and flower
transactions in his diary. Many period
horticulture drawings and original pressed
tulips belonging to Farls are shown. “He
was passionate about his mulips,” says
Letzer, "at one point had neatly 4000
growing in his garden.”

In addition to his shop's silver, Faris’
tools, erginal books, clocks, and personal
effects are on display. as are his experi-
menis with various gadgets, including a
silk reel for his sitkworms, a silhouette
maker, and an electrostatic maching he
built to treat his family’s ailments.

Three years in the making, the exhib-
it1s the result of hard work and thorough
research by Letzer and the Marvland
Historical Society, We are lucky to have a
complete original account of Armapolis at
the beginning of the nation, and even
luckler to have it embodied tn sucha
beautiful collection of relevant silver
pieces and artifacts,

A Garderters Tale: The 18th Century
Warlid of Araapelis Sihersmnith William
Faris is open until October 22, at the
Maryland Historical Soclety Museum, 201
Wist Monument Street, Baltimore, For
more information, call (410) 685-3750 or
wvisit wwwondhs.ong.

——Conal Darcy
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