Mot to be neglected Is the original
mvseum building. Acoustically, the hall is
saldd tey e e best i the anea, the perfect
wenue for musical acts lke the gospel
singers who perfonmed for First Night
Annapolls, Althouagh its frst stalned gliss
windows wiere Tost, they were replaced
with coples based on the orginal plans
and phatographs, The colors created on
the swallswhen the sun uminates the
multicolored glass give a boly and sancti-
ficd avra to the worship space that once
was-home (o the ANE church

The old section of the museum is now
et wsed to showease African American
art, "There 15 more art ondisplay thin ever
before,” says Perry, Musical acts can use the
wonderful acoustics for special perfor-
manees, while wall space can be used to
exhibit the work of prominent artists.

The museum opened quietly last
December in time for the new year, but
the grand opening will be celebrated
February 27 in honor of Black History
Memnth. Black History Month |5 a great
time toracquaint yourself with the newly
expanded musenm, which is open year-
rond, 1080 to 3 poan. Tuesday through
Friday and noon to 4 poam. Saturday. Itis
located at 84 Franklin Street in Annapolis.
Admission is free. For more information:
call (410) 216-6180, e-amnail
hannekerddbed state md.us, or check out
Wiy b msennm, corm.
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viou 1o the Mational Gallery of Art in
Washington or the Baltimore Museum of
Art. Fine galleries though these may be,
they are ot eastly visited in a dav. 5o
where can savyy Annapalitans go o s ik
up fome antistic culture and commune
with their national heritage? We need
ook no further than our own hometown,
e Annapolls Complex ( ‘nllection
part of the State Art G lection, 15 not
found in any ane gallery ar room, but 5
dispersed throughout the many govem-
mient buildings in the cry. These painuings,

the result of a two-and-z-halfcentury-long
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Discover Our State Art
= Collection Right Here in
¥ Annapolis

hin asked where to find a Large
= and rare ant collection in the
~ { area, aficlonados will likely direct

DIVERSIONS

committment b preserving Maryland’s s
toky through the patntecd Lirge, e on
perrmanent displiy, free to view by the gen-
cral public. What hangs on the walls of the
st mportant bulldings trn town 18 a tes-
tarent to Maryland's support for Ui s,
To celebrate General Cornwallis's
surrender to George Washington al
Yarktown, Vieginda, in 1781, and thus the
end of the Bevolutionary War, the
Maryland House of Delegates commis.
sioned Charles W, Peale, Marvlander and
prolific artlst, 1o paint a full portrait of
our future first president “in gratefol
remembrance of that maost [Tusteious
Character.” When It was completed,

three vears Iater, in 1784, Peale presented
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Wasttingtar, Lafiyvette, and Tilghman ar
Yokt 1o the Maryland government.
Thi_s-I:.rainting now hangs in the very
room where Washington resigned his
commission In the Continental Army,
With this painting began a long tra-
dition of state-commissioned works doc-
umenting the state’s history, "That's what
intrigues me aboul the whole Maryland
leglslatire at this Hme,” explains Elaine

Bachmann, curator of the Marvland
Commission on Artistic Property. “They
saw the importance of preserving the
record, They realized that what they were
doing was such-an important act and it
was the beginuing of what they hoped to
| beavery long and successiul govem-
ment.”

And successtul it was, Throughout
the 19th and 20th centuries the state
commissioned a multitude of works to
chronicle Maryland's history. “Part of the
historical record is also Images,” says ks
Bachmann, "Going back to the 18th cen-
tury, the recording of these mages is a

whao shaped Marvland's history.” Though
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very important document of the people, .

the collection contains mostly portraits
of famous Marylanders and government
officials, significant events in Maryland's
history are also included. For example,
Tie Burming of the Pegxy Stewart, painted
in 1896 by Annapolitan Francls Mayer,
depicts Annapolls’ own 1774 version of
the Roston Tea Party (in the larger-than-
life romantic style),

The paintings mentioned here hang
In the State House, whose style does jus-
tice to the rare waorks it houses, The eplto-
meof o living museum, it isthe oldest
State house in continuous legislative use:
the comerstone for its construction was
ladd in 1772, But being a functional
bullding can make malntaining the art.
work held there more difficult than it
would be in a traditional museum gallery,
That is why the state of Marvland created
the Maryland Commission on Artlstic
Property in 1969. Later made a part of
the Maryland State Archives, the commis-

sion was formed not just to care for the
collection, bist to documment its pieces
and ensure thelr importance Is appreciat-
ed. Prior to the establishment of the com-
mission, there was no formal account of
the art pieces, furniture, and other
objects of historcal significance.

The tradition of building and pre-
serving this cellection has continued 1o
this day, thanks to the commission’s ded-
ication 1o this marvelous collection.
Inciuded are images of nearly every gov-
emor singe the state’s inception,
Marvland signers of the Declaration of
Independence, and many other impor-
tant figures from Marviand’s history,
mostpainted from real-life sittings. Itisa
rare-honor to be included in this collec-
tion, one that even the well-traveled ant
aficionado can appreciate,

—Coml Darcy
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